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December 8, 2009  

Fresno County Board of Supervisors 
Hall of Records 
2281 Tulare Street, Room 300 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Dear Supervisors, 

On behalf of the Fresno County Zoo Authority, please find the enclosed 
Annual Report to the Board of Supervisors for the fiscal year 2008-2009. 

The Fresno County Zoo Authority is in its fifth year of existence.  Four of our 
seven board members were members of the initial board formed in 2005.

We continue to have a positive working relationship with Fresno’s Chaffee 
Zoo Corporation.  In addition, it has been a pleasure to work with new Zoo 
Director Scott Barton who replaced out going Director Lewis Greene in May 
2009.  Scott is the third Director in the last five years.  We take our 
responsibility to you and the taxpayers of Fresno County very seriously, as 
we continually examine and discern the allowable uses of Measure Z funds, 
while always taking into account the intentions of the taxpayers. 

As you may recall, during the summer of 2007, Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo 
Corporation presented a Master Plan to the public, which was well received.  
On July 25, 2007, following the public presentation, the Zoo Authority 
approved that Master Plan in concept.  The path leading to implementation 
of the Master Plan leads through the Environmental Impact Report process, 
for which the City of Fresno is the lead agency.  Unfortunately, this process 
is complex and continues to run into repeated delays as the Master Plan 
includes changes associated with the Zoo expansion and modernization to 
the entire Roeding Park.
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The City of Fresno now anticipates EIR completion by March 31, 2010, at which time City staff 
is concerned the EIR will be subject to legal challenges.   

Additionally, completion of major elements of the Master Plan located outside the footprint of 
the Zoo (estimated to cost $15 million in 2007), requires financial participation by the City of 
Fresno.  This shared cost issue must still be addressed.  The Zoo Authority continues to make 
efforts to move along the initiation of Master Plan improvements at a faster pace through its 
City of Fresno representative, Mayor Swearengin, and discussions with representatives of the 
City of Fresno.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009 we disbursed funds in the amount of $3,603,994 
for operations, including small projects within the existing Zoo.  We also disbursed $565,268 
for capital projects spent primarily on Stingray Bay and Tropical Rainforest as well as master 
planning for the Environmental Impact Report. 

Since inception, through June 30, 2009, the Zoo Authority has collected $44,841,737 in 
Measure Z revenue and disbursed $12,030,569 for Fresno Chaffee Zoo operations, and 
$944,969 for Capital Facilities Projects.  The Zoo Authority has spent $389,076 in 
administrative expenses, primarily related to professional and specialized services provided by 
Fresno County staff including accounting, legal, and the services of the coordinator.

As of June 30, 2009, there was an undisbursed balance of $34,181,159 on hand available to 
the Zoo. 

Fresno County Zoo Authority board members would like to express their sincerest appreciation 
for all of the County’s staff for their hard work and dedication.  We truly appreciate the support 
we have been given.  It has been our pleasure to once again serve the County of Fresno in 
overseeing the distribution of Measure Z Funds during the past fiscal year.

If you should have any question, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely,

John W. Gray  DVM 
Chair
559-638-5466
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2009 Zoo Authority Board 

 BOARD MEMBER  POSITION  DATE APPOINTED  NOMINATED BY  TERM EXPIRATION

 John W. Gray, DVM Chair 2/8/2005 District 4 Supervisor 1/3/2011
    Judy Case

 Ralph Waterhouse Vice Chair 1/10/2006 2006 Board of Supervisors 1/4/2010
    Chairman Phil Larson

 Paul B. Clark Board Member 3/3/2009 District 5 Supervisor 1/7/2013
    Debora Poochigian

 Gerald V. Lyles Board Member 2/8/2005 District 2 Supervisor 1/7/2013
    Susan Anderson

 Kent L. Stratford Board Member 2/8/2005 District 3 Supervisor 1/7/2013
    Henry Perea

 Paul Toste, DVM Board Member 12/4/2007 District 1 Supervisor 1/3/2011
    Phil Larson 

 Ashley Swearengin Board Member N/A Ex Officio - Mayor of Fresno N/A

Zoo Authority Staff 

 STAFF MEMBER  TITLE  FROM COUNTY DEPT.  POSITION

 Bart Bohn Administrator County Administrative Office County Administrative Officer
 (Through August 2008)

 John Navarrette Administrator County Administrative Office County Administrative Officer
 (From September 2008)

 Catherine Crosby Coordinator Public Works and Planning Staff Analyst III
   Resources Division

 Zachary Redmond Counsel County Counsel Deputy County Counsel

 Art Willie Counsel County Counsel Deputy County Counsel
 (From June 2009)

 Mavet Mora Treasurer Auditor-Controller Senior Accountant
   Treasurer-Tax Collector

 Jeffrey Blanks Accountant Auditor-Controller Accountant II
   Treasurer-Tax Collector  

 Nadia Lopez Clerk to the Board Public Works and Planning, Secretary
 (Through March 2009)  Administration
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EXHIBIT A 
Fresno County Zoo Authority Cash Balance

EXHIBIT C
Cash Disbursements to Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation

TREASURER’S EXHIBITS A, B and C

Cash Available for Administration (2%)
434,045ytirohtuA ooZ ytnuoC onserF $          

Cash Available for Zoological Activities (98%)
169,740,3snoitarepO      
467,295,03stcejorP latipaC    

527,046,33seitivitcA lacigolooZ rof elbaliavA hsaC latoT          

951,181,439002 ,03 enuJ fo sa ecnalaB hsaC latoT $

Salaries & Benefits 2,206,819$       
Telephone & Utilities 299,845            
Insurance 47,176              
Computer Software 17,013              
Animal Feed 94,268              
Specialized Services 938,763            
Bank Charges 110                    

499,306,39002-8002 raeY lacsiF gniruD CZCF ot desrubsiD snoitarepO latoT              

Project
022,441*secivreS gninnalP retsaM             

Capital Improvements** 421,048            

862,5659002-8002 raeY lacsiF gniruD CZCF ot desrubsiD stcejorP latipaC latoT                 

Total FCZC Disbursements 4,169,262$

*Includes Environmental Impact Report, Tree Survey, and Pre-Engineering
**Includes Stingray Bay and Tropical Treasures/Rain Forest

As of June 30, 2009

For Capital Projects

For Operations

EXHIBIT B
Cash Disbursement to Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation 
During Fiscal Year 2008-09

FY-2006 FY-2007 FY-2008 FY-2009 Total
Operations 1,538,300$  2,805,819$  4,082,456$  3,603,994$   12,030,569$     

-stcejorP latipaC                    140,070       239,631       565,268        944,969            

Total Disbursements 1,538,300$  2,945,889$ 4,322,087$ 4,169,262$  12,975,538$

*Note:  No disbursements were made prior to FY-2006.

From Inception to June 30, 2009
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TREASURER’S EXHIBITS D and E

EXHIBIT D 
Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z Sales Tax Proceeds Budget (Cash Basis) 
For Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2009

EXHIBIT E
Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z Sales Tax Proceeds (Cash Basis) 
by Fiscal Year From Inception to June 30, 2009

Jul '08 Aug '08 Sep '08 Oct '08 Nov '08 Dec '08 Jan '09 Feb '09 Mar '09 Apr '08 May '09 Jun '09 Total
Actual 813,500     1,084,700   930,087      792,200   1,056,300    872,815         766,900    841,000       959,801       652,000       860,800       730,781       10,360,884
Budget 754,308     1,005,744   975,457      785,220   1,046,960    760,943         764,704    1,019,544    701,875       643,080       857,440       944,454       10,259,729

*Note:  Fiscal year 2004-2005 was the first year of the Measure Z tax resulting in partial year proceeds .
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INTRODUCTION TO AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The Zoo Authority’s financial statements for fiscal year ended June 30, 2009 were audited by Price, Paige, 
and Company; an independent accounting firm.  The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States.  These audited financial statements, as well as the independent auditor’s report are presented in 
Appendix A.  The notes to the financial statements should be read in conjunction with the statements as 
they are an integral part of the statements and provide disclosures required by generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). 
 
Financial highlights can be found on page 3 of the financial statements (Appendix A).  Additional 
information which is an integral part of the financial statement can be found on pages 15-18 of Appendix 
A. 
 
Financial information for administration by the Zoo Authority is presented in pages 8-11 of Appendix A.  
Financial information in relation to the operations and capital projects trust funds (funds for zoological 
purposes) is presented in pages 12-13 of Appendix A. 
 
As further discussed on page 18 of the financial statements, the Authority adopted an operating budget for 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2009.  The variation between estimated and actual revenue and expenditures is 
presented in the Budgetary Comparison Schedule on page 20 of the financial statements (Appendix A). 
 
 
DISBURSEMENTS TO FRESNO’S CHAFFEE ZOO CORPORATION 
 
During fiscal year 2009, a total of $4,169,262 was disbursed to the Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation; 
$3,603,994 for operations and $565,268 for capital projects.  The Statement of Fiduciary Net Assets on 
page 12 of Appendix A presents cash balances available for operations and capital projects to be used for 
Zoological purposes as of June 30, 2009.  This statement also presents funds held in trust for operations 
and capital projects based on the accrual basis of accounting. 
 






























































